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BROCKTON TRAFFIC COMMISSION 
Minutes of the Meeting 

April 25, 2013 
 

The Traffic Commission held its monthly meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 25, 2013, at the Brockton Police 
Station, 7 Commercial Street, Brockton, MA  02302.  There being a proper quorum, the meeting was called to order 
by Captain Stephen Williamson.  Members present were: Kenneth Galligan, Paul Sullivan, D.P.W. Commissioner 
Michael Thoreson and Councilor Todd Petti.    
 
Upon motion made by Paul Sullivan, seconded by Commissioner Thoreson and a unanimous vote of all members 
present, it was voted to waive reading and accept the March minutes.   
 
NORTH QUINCY STREET AND NORTH CARY STREET 
Request from Councilor Michelle Dubois for a review of the need for more traffic signals, signage and guardrails in 
front of certain residences at the intersection of North Quincy Street and North Cary Street due to the number of 
motor vehicle accidents and property damage. 
Captain Williamson stated that the Old Colony Planning Council has done a vehicle count study and provided the 
information to the members.  The information is broken down by hours and the vehicle count is high.  Captain 
Williamson said that it was discussed at the last meeting about a possible engineering study and Commissioner 
Thoreson said that he reviewed the Mass. State Highway Intersection Design Manual and that a portion of the 
requirements for the engineering study has been completed now that the traffic count study has been done.  
Discussion was held about the criteria that needs to be met in order to install additional traffic control devices, and 
what entails an entire engineering study that would be sufficient for the state to allow placement of more devices.  
Captain Williamson noted that the state manual states that stop signs should be installed in a manner that minimizes 
the number of vehicles having to stop and the members agreed that the installation of more signs would increase the 
number of vehicles required to stop.  Captain Williamson stated that it appears that the area at the bend in the road 
is where the major problems occur and the members discussed reducing the speed limit in that area and whether 
that would help the situation.  Captain Williamson said that the traffic unit has done enforcement in that area and 
they have written more tickets there than almost any other location in the city.   Ken Galligan stated that he would 
like to speak with the state to get some guidance as to what has been done with similar situations.  The members 
want to continue working to resolve the problems in that area; they have reduced the speed limit, put arrows up, put 
up curve ahead signs and yellow reflectors and flashing yellow lights, and done traffic enforcement.  It appears 
based on the discussion with the councilor and neighbors that the majority of the problems occur late at night when 
the bars let out and those people are not going to pay attention to more signage and that it should not be that 
dangerous of a curve except the late night people are not paying attention and it is happening too often. 
Ken Galligan stated that he would like an explanation of what the percentile figures are in the traffic study and Paul 
Sullivan asked if the state highway people could meet the members at the site and review the area.  Ken Galligan 
stated that we now have statistics to give the state and the state may be able to give options that the Traffic 
Commission can do and things that should not be done and give some guidance on what decisions should be made.  
Commissioner Thoreson suggested that Ed Feeney from State Highway be contacted and said that he is meeting 
with them on Monday and he will present the traffic study to them then. 
 
Upon motion duly made by Ken Galligan, seconded by Captain Williamson and a unanimous vote of the members 
present, it was 
VOTED:  To continue the matter to the next meeting. 
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NEWBURY STREET 
Request from Councilor Thomas Monahan to have the Traffic Commission consider placing Stop Signs at the 
intersection of Newbury Street and Green Street. 
Captain Williamson said that he reviewed the records on the intersection and there are not a lot of accidents there.  
Subcommittee viewed the area and the recommendation is that more enforcement is needed, but not a 4-way stop 
sign.  It was recommended that a double stop sign is needed, so an additional stop sign should be added for 
eastbound traffic on Green Street at Newbury Street.  There is a single stop sign there now.  Ken Galligan stated 
that all three of the sign posts need red reflector tape placed on them. 
 
Upon motion duly made by Captain Williamson, seconded by Ken Galligan and a unanimous vote of the members 
present, it was 
VOTED: To place an additional Stop Sign on the northwest corner of Green Street for eastbound traffic on 
Green Street and to place red reflector tape on all three sign posts. 
 
 
PLAIN STREET at MAIN STREET 
Request from Councilor Paul Studenski to review the “No Turn on Red” sign on Plain Street at Main Street to see if 
it can be returned to an allowed right turn on red after stopping. 
Captain Williamson stated that the Subcommittee viewed the location and Ken Galligan stated that they did not see 
a need for the sign; this is for cars going west on Plain Street taking a right turn onto Main Street and it was not 
there before the reconstruction.  Commissioner Thoreson said that he reviewed the plans and he does not know why 
it was put there.  Captain Williamson said that the members were of the opinion that it should be removed but did 
not know if they could remove it.  There are clear sight lines to the left.  Commissioner Thoreson said that he would 
review the plans once more just to make sure that it wasn’t added for any particular reason and he will inform the 
members at the next meeting after consultation with the state. 
 
Upon motion duly made by Ken Galligan, seconded by Councilor Todd Petti and a unanimous vote of the members 
present, it was 
VOTED: To continue the matter until the next meeting. 
 
 
WEST CHESTNUT STREET 
Request from the Mayor’s office on behalf of a constituent to have the Traffic Commission consider placing 
additional “One Way” signs on the portion of West Chestnut Street between Donald Street and Warren Avenue as 
there has been an increase in the frequency of cars coming out of Echo Street and traveling the wrong direction to 
cut over to Hardy Avenue and Lilly Avenue. 
Captain Williamson said that the Subcommittee members went to the site and it is obviously a one-way street and 
they did not believe that additional signage was needed and the recommendation was to take no action and that the 
traffic enforcement unit would patrol the area.  The members stated that it is not that it is not clearly marked but 
that drivers are intentionally going against the one way to cut from one street to the other. 
 
Upon motion duly made by Ken Galligan, seconded by Commissioner Thoreson and a unanimous vote of the 
members present, it was 
VOTED: To take no action on this matter. 
 
 
WEST ELM STREET 
Request from Capt Steven Williamson on behalf of neighbor Lenny Alkins to have the Traffic Commission 
consider a truck restriction on West Elm St. The street is predominantly residential between West St and Warren 
Av. The road is heavily travelled and in poor condition. 
Captain Williamson said that the matter went to Subcommittee and he has also spoken with his traffic enforcement 
officers and they do not see a lot of truck traffic on this street.  It is a cut-through from the west side to downtown 
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and is a wide street that should be able to handle some trucks.  The Subcommittee recommended taking no action 
on this request.  Councilor Petti asked when West Elm Street was due to be reconstructed and was told by 
Commissioner Thoreson that it could be as soon as next spring.   
 
Upon motion duly made by Paul Sullivan, seconded by Ken Galligan and a unanimous vote of the members 
present, it was 
VOTED: To take no action on this matter. 
 
 
QUINCY STREET and  COURT STREET 
Request by Capt. Williamson on behalf of Mary O'Connell of 2 North Quincy Street, to review the intersection of 
Quincy Street & Court Street to come up with possible safety measures, perhaps a protective property barrier. The 
intersection is heavily travelled and has had numerous accidents involving damage to neighbors’ property. 
Captain Williamson said that this is an ongoing issue with many intersections and this neighbor has done a good job 
of protecting her property with boulders.  The Subcommittee recommendation was to take no action on this request 
at this time.  Ken Galligan stated that he was by that area and they have repaired the guardrail on the opposite side 
of the street and he also has spoken with the Fire Chief about changing the traffic control heads to twelve inch 
heads as increasing the size of the lights should help.   
 
Upon motion duly made by Captain Williamson, seconded by Paul Sullivan and a unanimous vote of the members 
present, it was 
VOTED: To take no action on this matter. 
 
 
TRAFFIC COMMISSION BUDGET 
Request from Fire Chief Richard Francis to have the Traffic Commission members vote to send a letter to 
C.F.O. John Condon requesting an increase in funding for the Traffic Commission budget. 
Captain Williamson informed the members that the budget for FY2014 was submitted back in February 
with no increases.  Discussion was held as to the current budget and Captain Williamson stated that most 
of the budget money is spent on placing signs and line painting, as well as paying overtime to police 
details for line painting and to employees for signal lights and placing signs.  Ken Galligan said that he 
does not believe that there is enough money in the budget to maintain what is out in the streets; when 
signs need to be repaired or replaced and that funds for maintenance of the infrastructure should be 
increased as more signs and guardrails are installed.  Ken Galligan also stated that the traffic signals need 
maintenance; the Fire Department maintains the signals electrically but when they need repainting it is 
done through the Traffic Commission.  He specifically singled out that the signals at the intersection of 
North Warren Avenue and Prospect Street need to be repainted.  Further discussion was held on 
budgetary needs for future maintenance needs and how to address the issue with a request for additional 
funding.   Ken Galligan requested that a policy be created that the policy that is being submitted to the 
City Council is given to the Traffic Commission members so that each member knows what the budget 
line items are and a breakdown of where monies are spent.     
 
Upon motion duly made by Commissioner Thoreson, seconded by Councilor Todd Petti and a unanimous vote of 
the members present, it was 
VOTED: To continue the issue to the next meeting. 

 
SCHOOL STREET PARKING 
Request from Parking Clerk Patricia Florio to have the Traffic Commission review the parking spaces on 
School Street adjacent to City Hall to see if more parking spaces can be safely added to accommodate 
citizens visiting City Hall. 
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Patricia Florio informed the members that there are three parking spaces available but at the street area 
adjacent to the School Street entrance to City Hall there may be room to add two or three additional 
spaces.  Bob Malley from the Parking Authority agreed that the spaces would not interfere with the flow 
of traffic on School Street or be a safety issue.  Ken Galligan stated that from the area near the 
ampitheater back to the crosswalk he believes that three parking spaces could be added.   
 
Upon motion duly made by Ken Galligan, seconded by Paul Sullivan and a unanimous vote of the members 
present, it was 
VOTED: To refer the matter to Subcommittee for review. 

 
BROOKSIDE AVENUE 
Request from Councilor Dennis Eaniri to have a “No Parking” restriction on one side of the street.  He has 
received complaints from residents of people parking on both sides of the street.  The street was repaved a 
few weeks ago, and this street has a heavy traffic flow.  It is not a very wide street.  Emergency vehicles 
(fire) would never fit if parking is on both sides of the street. 
 
Captain Williamson stated that the Traffic Commission previously voted "No Parking" on the even-
numbered side, but there is a Digsafe issue with a gas line running along that side of the road and the 
recommendation is for the signs to be placed on the odd-numbered side of the street.  Ken Galligan asked 
if there were any issues on the other side of the street and whether a Digsafe review should be done on 
that side also and further that the councilor should be notified that the signs would be placed on the other 
side.  Captain Williamson said that he had already spoken with Councilor Eaniri about the issue and he 
also spoke with one of the neighbors.  Captain Williamson also said that they would Digsafe the area 
before installation of the signs.   Ken Galligan noted that presently from Main Street west to the first 
street there is no parking during certain hours and asked if that would remain or would there be no 
parking at all.  Captain Williamson said that he felt it should be the whole street and the members agreed.   
 
Upon motion duly made by Ken Galligan, seconded by Captain Williamson and a unanimous vote of the members 
present, it was 
VOTED: To rescind the prior vote of the Traffic Commission and to place the “No Parking” signs on the 
odd-numbered (north) side of Brookside Avenue from Main Street to Copeland Street. 

 
MENLO STREET and  ETTRICK STREET 
Request from Councilor Dennis Eaniri to have the Traffic Commission review the 4 way stop intersection 
of Menlo Street and Ettrick Street and consider if the intersection needs more signage. A recent crash at 
the intersection caused significant property damage to a neighbor’s fence. 
Captain Williamson stated that there is already a 4-way stop there but he felt the Subcommittee could view the area 
to see if any additional signage is needed.  Ken Galligan asked if the current signs were in good shape and not faded 
and if there is red reflective tape on the poles and recommended that the issue be referred to subcommittee. 
 
Upon motion duly made by Ken Galligan, seconded by Captain Williamson and a unanimous vote of the members 
present, it was 
VOTED: To refer the matter to Subcommittee for review. 
 
There being no further business to come before the members, upon motion duly made by Paul Sullivan, seconded 
by Councilor Todd Petti and a unanimous vote of the members present, it was 
VOTED:  To adjourn. 
       Respectfully submitted, 
       Patricia Florio 
       Secretary to the Traffic Commission 


