
 
 
 

 
 

BROCKTON TRAFFIC COMMISSION 
Minutes of the Meeting 

August 23, 2012 
 
The Traffic Commission held its monthly meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, August 23, 2012, at the 
Brockton Police Station, 7 Commercial Street, Brockton, MA  02302.  There being a proper quorum, the 
meeting was called to order by Captain Stephen Williamson.  Members present were:  D.P.W. Commissioner 
Michael Thoreson, Fire Chief Richard Francis, Kenneth Goldblatt, Ken Galligan, and Councilor Todd Petti.    
Also present were Ward 3 Councilor Dennis Eaniri and residents Debra Cahoun, Debra Milling, Vanessa 
Tierney, Maureen Martin and Lucille Gregory. 
 
Upon motion made by Ken Galligan, seconded by Chief Francis and a unanimous vote of all members 
present, it was voted to waive reading and accept the July minutes.   
 
IRMA ROAD and RAY AVENUE 
Request from Councilor Jass Stewart on behalf of resident, Karen Donovan-Chismer, who lives at 95 Irma 
Road.  She is concerned that where Ray Ave. and Irma Rd. meet, the traffic doesn't slow down -- even 
though it's a T. Looking to have "slow children" signs placed in area. 
Captain Williamson stated that the Subcommittee went to the area and made the following recommendation:  
Install a Stop Sign on Ray Avenue at Irma Road and installing two “Caution Children” signs, one on Ray 
Avenue at Brown Street and the second one in front of 73 Irma Road on pole number 7.  Ken Goldblatt 
stated that one of the neighbors on Brown Street said that the signs that had been put up a while ago on 
Brown Street are missing and he requested that when the men go to install these signs that they check to see 
what signs are missing and replace those.  Captain Williamson said that he will take a look at that area to see 
what is missing.   
Upon motion made by Ken Galligan, seconded by Chief Francis and a unanimous vote of the members 
present it was  
VOTED: To place a Stop Sign on Ray Avenue and “Caution Children” signs as recommended. 

 
 
PLEASANT STREET BUS STOP 
Request from Councilor Dennis DeNapoli regarding the bus stop on Pleasant Street in front of 
Walgreens about 300 feet from pole # 10 West Street.  Captain Williamson stated there was an issue there 
with the BAT bus stopping where the two lanes merge into one, and he had contacted Ray Ledoux from 
BAT and he looked into the matter and on August 17th Captain Williamson spoke with Mike Blondon from 
BAT bus and he confirmed that they had moved the bus stop down two poles east away from the intersection 
onto pole #73.  The recommendation is that no further action needs to be taken. 
Upon motion made by Captain Williamson, seconded by Ken Goldblatt and a unanimous vote of the 
members present it was  
VOTED: To take no further action. 
 
 
 
 
 



COBB AVENUE 
Request from Councilor Dennis DeNapoli to have “No Parking” signs installed on Cobb Avenue during the 
Rox games and the Brockton Fair days.   
Ward 3 Councilor Dennis Eaniri stated that he is the Ward councilor and that he has no idea as to why 
Councilor DeNapoli is asking for these signs on Cobb Avenue and that no one has discussed this issue with 
him.  He knows the Cobb Avenue area and there is already a “No Parking” sign on that street.  He asked the 
Traffic Commission to table this item to the next meeting so that he can find out why Councilor DeNapoli is 
making the request.  Captain Williamson stated that Cobb Avenue is right beside the Registry of Motor 
Vehicles and Councilor Eaniri said it is a very short street with two homes, and the insurance company is to 
the left of it.  Lucille Gregory spoke to the Commission and explained that she owns a house on Cobb 
Avenue and there is a “No Parking” sign right at the end of her driveway.  She has two tenants who park on 
her property right there and she is concerned that they might need special permits to park there on those 
days.  Captain Williamson informed her that they would not need any special permit for parking on her own 
property.  Ken Galligan made a motion that this item be postponed until the next time that Councilor 
DeNapoli is present so that they can find out what this is all about.    Captain Williamson stated that as 
Councilor DeNapoli is a member of the Traffic Commission he does make certain requests that might be 
outside of his ward. 
Upon motion made by Ken Galligan, seconded by Commissioner Thoreson and a unanimous vote of the 
members present it was  
VOTED: To postpone this item to the next meeting at which Councilor DeNapoli is present. 
 
 
HOWARD STREET and MONTELLO STREET 
Request from Councilor Dennis DeNapoli to have no turns on Howard Street at Montello Street as traffic is 
backing up to Winter Street; there are two lanes going north on Montello Street.   
Ken Galligan made a motion to table this item until the September meeting so that Councilor DeNapoli can 
explain what this is all about.  Resident Maureen Martin stated that this is a very busy intersection and cars 
do whatever they want.  Cars coming out of Clarence Street and Albion Street make a loop around 
McDonald’s to go up Howard Street.   
Upon motion made by Ken Galligan, seconded by Chief Francis and a unanimous vote of the members 
present it was  
VOTED: To table this item until the September meeting. 
 
 
CRESCENT STREET and LYMAN STREET 
Request from Councilor Dennis DeNapoli on behalf of BAMSI (Brockton Area Multi-Services, Inc.) to take 
a look at the crossing signal lights (pedestrian lights) at the intersection of Crescent Street and Lyman Street.   
Vanessa Tierney, the Chief Operations Officer at BAMSI, introduced her organization to the Traffic 
Commission and stated that they are a private, non-profit organization and they operate a number of human 
service programs throughout the Commonwealth and they have 39 locations in Brockton.   The main office 
is on Christy’s Drive.  At 330 Crescent Street, they have an adult day treatment program that is located in the 
old fire station and they have been at that location for over 30 years.  The individuals who receive services 
there have a variety of disabilities; some cognitive impairment, some mental health issues and other 
challenges.  Years ago, there was a pedestrian signal at that intersection that was disengaged at some point in 
time.  Also present were Debra Milling, who is the new director of that program and Deb Cahoun, who is the 
supervisor.  Ms. Tierney stated that they have noticed the difficulty that people were having in crossing that 
intersection because there was no working pedestrian signal.  Captain Williamson asked for clarification as 
to whether the pedestrian signal is not working, or is not there, and Ms. Tierney said that she went to the 
traffic signal and there is a button there but it does not work; she also stated that she called and was told that 
the signal that is there had been re-engaged.  Chief Francis asked who she had called and she said she 
believed that they called the Mayor’s office.  Ms. Tierney stated that as this is a dangerous intersection, their 



request is that if you are travelling east on Crescent Street and turning left there is no left turn signal and it is 
difficult for the individuals who are serviced by their program to ascertain when it is safe to cross that street 
at the crosswalk.   She is not sure if even fixing the inoperable pedestrian signal would resolve the issue and 
they are asking that there be a pedestrian signal installed with an illuminated “Walk” or “Don’t Walk” sign 
and a “Stop” sign.  As there is no specific pedestrian signal at the intersection, people walk down away from 
the intersection to cross either on Crescent Street or on Lyman Street, because it is easier to ascertain 
whether there are cars coming in either direction.   Ken Galligan informed them that when the pedestrian 
signal is pushed, the lights have to go through their entire cycle before that signal would kick in, and it could 
be that even though there isn’t a specific pedestrian signal that all the lights turn red at the same time, but the 
BAMSI representatives said they did not believe that happens.    Ken Galligan informed them that the Fire 
Department is in charge of the traffic signals.  The BAMSI representatives stated that it is the negotiation and 
judgment and processing that is necessary and their clients need the visual prompt showing that it is safe to 
cross.  Chief Francis stated that he will take a ride there with the Signal Division to determine what is going 
on with the lights and he will come back to the September meeting with a report for the Commission and 
recommendations as to how to fix the problem.  Captain Williamson informed the members that he also has a 
letter from Anthony Simonelli, the Chief Executive Officer of BAMSI with regard to this issue.  Ken 
Galligan suggested that the Traffic Commission notify BAMSI once a final recommendation is made. 
Upon motion made by Ken Galligan, seconded by Ken Goldblatt and a unanimous vote of the members 
present it was  
VOTED: To refer this matter to the Signal Division of the Fire Department and to continue the item 
until the September 27th meeting. 

 
 

TREMONT STREET 
Request by Captain Williamson on behalf of neighbors on Tremont Street to have "Caution Children" or 
"Slow" signs placed on Tremont Street between Echo Street and French Avenue. The neighbors have 
complained about cars and motorcycles speeding in an area where children reside. 
Captain Williamson informed the members that this is the west end of Tremont Street.  Councilor Dennis 
Eaniri stated that he appreciated this item being placed on the agenda as he has had calls over the last year 
with regard to the issue of speeding in that area.  Captain Williamson said that he is more familiar with the 
lower numbered area of Tremont Street as there are more police calls there, and that this portion is more 
residential single family homes and that there are some specific houses which have individuals who race up 
and down the street.  Councilor Eaniri stated that the area of French Avenue from West Chestnut Street and 
take the first left onto Tremont Street and then to Echo Street is the area where the problem exists.  Ken 
Galligan said that the matter could be referred to Subcommittee, or pass it at this meeting by placing one sign 
on Tremont Street at the French Avenue end and one sign on the Echo Street end.  Councilor Eaniri said that 
would be fine with him.   
Upon motion made by Ken Galligan, seconded by Ken Goldblatt and a unanimous vote of the members 
present it was  
VOTED: To place “Caution Children” signs on Tremont Street, one at the French Avenue end going 
westerly and one at the Echo Street end for eastbound traffic. 
 
 
  



122  CHERRY STREET 
Request from Captain Williamson on behalf of Pamela Wilson of 122 Cherry Street to have the Traffic 
Commission review the intersection of Cherry Street and Division Street as her house has been struck by 
automobiles several times.  Mrs. Wilson is requesting that a guard rail be placed on the corner of 
Cherry/Division Street and also that a stop sign be installed on Cherry Street. 
Captain Williamson said that for clarification there is already a two-way Stop Sign and they are requesting a 
4-way stop.   
Upon motion made by Ken Galligan, seconded by Ken Goldblatt and a unanimous vote of the members 
present it was  
VOTED: To refer the matter to Subcommittee for review. 
 
 
LINCOLN STREET 
Request from Councilor Dennis DeNapoli to have one hour parking signs installed on Lincoln Street.  
Councilor DeNapoli requested that this item be referred to Subcommittee as he will not be in attendance at 
the August meeting. 
Upon motion made by Chief Francis, seconded by Ken Galligan and a unanimous vote of the members 
present it was  
VOTED: To postpone the item until the September meeting. 
 
PLEASANT STREET 
Chief Francis informed the Commission members that it has come to his attention that at the intersection of 
Rockland Street and Pleasant Street at the house on the southeast corner of that intersection (972 Pleasant 
Street) that has a gathering of cars every day; at least 8 cars parked in the driveway and then 10 to 12 cars 
parked in the street, so that when you are trying to come out Rockland Street to turn right you cannot see the 
traffic coming westerly and if you edge out you are in the middle of the road for the cars coming easterly.  
He would request that this issue be sent to Subcommittee informally and then placed formally on the 
September Agenda for review and determination.  Chief Francis recommended possibly placing a “No 
Parking Here to Corner” sign as there is no parking restriction there at the present time.   
 
PUBLIC HEARING RE: BELMONT/LINWOOD/LORRAINE STREETS 
Ken Galligan informed the members that there was a notice in the newspaper about a hearing at City Hall on 
September 5th at 7:00 p.m. regarding the intersection of Belmont/Linwood/Lorraine.  Commissioner 
Thoreson stated that this is the public hearing and Ken Galligan asked whether there was any desire on the 
part of the Traffic Commission to have someone there to represent the Commission to review the issue and 
Commissioner Thoreson stated that he would be present.  Ken Galligan asked for a quick rundown of what 
they are doing, and Commissioner Thoreson informed the members that they would be smoothing out the 
curve in the road at Linwood and Lorraine and that it will require taking of some land from the bank and on 
the corner of Lorraine and then they will put a traffic light there also.  He has not seen the design yet, as it is 
only 25%, so if there are issues that the Commission members would like considered to notify him and he 
will present them to the State.  Commissioner Thoreson stated that Phase 1 goes from Manley to the lights at 
the VA Hospital; phase 2 goes from the lights at the VA Hospital up through the intersection of 
Lorraine/Linwood/Belmont; phase 3 goes from there possibly as far as the limits, possibly as far as the 
Burger King intersection.  Ken Galligan asked if they would be putting the Opticom on the traffic lights as 
they are replaced and Commissioner Thoreson stated that he would make sure that they are installed.   
 
There being no further business to come before the Commission, upon motion made by Captain Williamson, 
seconded by Commissioner Thoreson, and a unanimous vote of the members present, it was 
VOTED:  To adjourn. 

Respectfully submitted, 
      Patricia Florio, Secretary to the Traffic Commission 


