
2/2/10 

CITY OF BROCKTON 
WATER COMMISSION 

Minutes 
February 2, 2010 

 

Present:  Stephen T. Pike, Chairman/Commissioner 
  Bruce Malcolm, Commissioner 

Craig Pina, Commissioner 
Larry Rowley, Superintendent of Utilities 
Michael L. Thoreson, DPW Commissioner 
Brian Creedon, Water Systems Manager 
Alisa Hambly, Secretary 

 
Absent:  William Work III, Commissioner 
 
Present:  David Wilson 
  Jeff Hanson 
 
 
Mr. Pike called the meeting to order at 8:06 A.M., noting that a quorum is present and the meeting is being 
recorded.  Mr. Pike stated that both a hearing regarding water rates needs to be held during the month of February; 
however the FY 2011 Budget needs to be discussed before this.  The Annual meeting also has to be held during the 
month of March to appoint a Chairman and Vice Chairman and the expiration date of the Water Systems Manager’s 
contract needs to be reviewed. 
 
Mr. Pina moved to waive the reading of the January 12, 2010 meeting minutes.  This motion was seconded by 
Mr. Malcolm and so voted unanimously by the Commission. 
 
Mr. Malcolm moved to approve the January 12, 2010 meeting minutes, subject to any clerical corrections.  This 
motion was seconded by Mr. Pina and so voted unanimously by the Commission. 
 
Mr. Pike noted that a public records request has been made for the minutes of the December 15, 2009 meeting by 
Councilor Dubois. 
 
Mr. Pike called for a report from the DPW Commissioner.  Mr. Thoreson reported that the non-capital portion of the 
FY11 budget has been submitted.  A meeting has been scheduled with Veolia to discuss their contract.  
 
Mr. Pike called for a report from the Superintendent of Utilities.  Mr. Rowley reported that January’s monthly report 
has been provided.  Installations of water main have stopped due to frost, finishing Emmet Street.  Averaging 4-5 leaks 
per day, all hydrants are in service with the exception of a few on Bates Road.  Staffing is down one.  Leak Detection is 
being done twice everyday and is on the monthly report. 
 
Mr. Pike called for a report from the Water Systems Manager.  Mr. Creedon reported that flows are steady, Silver 
Lake is at 4.50 inches and Monponsett is at 3.75 and the diversion will be closed.  Mr. Rowley noted that Aquaria has 
been steady, but is currently offline as they have lost power and there is no backup generator. 
 
Mr. Pike opened the meeting for New Business and discussion with Jeff Hanson regarding Aquaria Water Sales update.  
Mr. Hanson informed the Commission that Norton has received their certificate from the Secretary for the notice of 
project change; and their Superintendent has requested that the information be submitted to Mass Highway for the 
permit for the pipeline.  Also met with Holbrook as they are interested in connecting to the Brockton system, the 
concern is that Holbrook is going to abandon the tri-town group.  Intending to propose that the tri-town group which 
includes Randolph and Braintree all be involved supplying each town supplemental water; thereby maintaining their 
own smaller water treatment plant at a reduced cost.  A meeting will be held with the Tri-town group to discuss this 
matter.   
 
Mr. Hanson provided a copy of the agenda of a meeting that was held with Brockton Power, possible impacts with 
Aquaria as well as Brockton were discussed, as well as economics and how the water could be provided were 
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discussed.  Mr. Pike stated that according to the contract he does not believe Aquaria can sell to an entity in the City 
and questioned water can legally be sold to an independent company.  This matter and any contract relative to would 
have to go before the City Council as there is an ordinance in place that they must approve any user at 1MGD or more, 
the Commission does not have any say on this.  Mr. Hanson noted that the Power Plant has the option of connecting via 
an easement through West Bridgewater.  Mr. Pike stated that the Commission are not advocates for the power plant, 
and are simply a board that handles applications for water connections.  Mr. Hanson also informed the Commission that 
they are in the process of activating (installing electric, etc.) the Easton meter vault as they would like to have Aquaria 
as a backup supply. 
 
RECESS 
 
Mr. Pike opened the meeting for Old Business and discussion of the following: 
 

 Current Year Budget Report.  a preliminary level funded FY11 budget has been submitted.  Revenues look 
good with two of the four bills being sent. 

 Shut off Policy – no discussion. 
 Irrigation Meters/system – no discussion. 
 Meter Replacement – previously discussed, recommended being on budget. 

 
Mr. Pike opened the meeting for Other Business.  The Commission agreed that there will be a budget hearing on 
February 8, at 4:30 PM, and a Rate Hearing will be held on February 24th at 8:00 AM. 
 
The Commission discussed communication and correspondence to staff and members of the Commission.   
 
Mr. Pike stated he received a public records request and a second separate request was made for a copy of the meeting 
tape; both requests were forwarded to the City Solicitor.  Mr. Creedon stated that the Solicitor has the information and 
is determining whether the information requested in the first request is public information.  Mr. Pike stated that he 
believes the deadline to respond to a public records request is 10 days, therefore the information should be provided.  
Mr. Creedon stated that we have not received any information regarding the second request but we do not have the 
ability to copy a tape and the tape would have to be done professionally; will ensure we are in compliance. 
 
Mr. Pina moved to adjourn.  This motion was seconded by Mr. Malcolm, meeting adjourned at 10:19 A.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted:      Certified by: 

Alisa Hambly       Brian M. Creedon 
Secretary       Water Systems Manager 
Water Commission      Clerk of the Commission 


