BROCKTON TRAFFIC COMMISSION
Minutes of the Meeting
Thursday, September 24, 2015

The Traffic Commission monthly meeting was held at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, September 24, 2015 at the
Brockton Police Station, 7 Commercial Street, Brockton, MA 02302. Present were Captain Robert
DiBari, Traffic Commissioner, Deputy Fire Chief Kevin Galligan, Ken Galligan, Ollie Spears, Mort
Schleffer and Councilor Shirley Asack. Unable to be present were Councilor Moises Rodrigues and
D.P.W. Commissioner Larry Rowley. Also present were City Councilor Dennis Eaniri, City Councilor
Shaynah Barnes and residents James Craig, EvaMarie Fernandes and Tom Tantillo.

Upon motion made by Ken Galligan, seconded by Ollie Spears and a unanimous vote of all members
present, it was voted to waive reading and accept the August Minutes.

As a courtesy to the Councilors and residents in attendance, the following items were taken out of order:

JONATHAN DRIVE

Request from Councilor Dennis Eaniri on behalf of Dan Blackler of GTR Manufacturing of 1 Jonathan
Drive to have “No Parking” signs installed on Jonathan Drive as cars parking on the roadway are making
the road too narrow and blocking entrances to their parking lot.

Jim Craig appeared on behalf of Dan Blackler representing DTR Manufacturing and indicated to the
members that they are requesting “No Parking” signs on Jonathan Drive. There are 3 entrances to their
building and cars that park along the roadway block part of the entrances so that trucks have a difficult
time getting into their business. Mr. Craig does not want the request to be taken to mean that they want
all parking removed from the street, because they understand that U.S. Labs has a parking problem with
too many cars for their parking lot. He understands that they have tried to extend their parking lot, and he
wants to be a good neighbor, so they would like to see “No Parking Here to Driveway” signs installed just
near their 3 entrances. Deputy Fire Chief Kevin Galligan asked him to describe where they were located
and he indicated that they take up most of the right hand side of Jonathan Drive, with one entrance to the
paint shop, one entrance with 2 loading docks and an entrance in the back for delivery of sheet metal. Mr.
Craig said that he might like to see the whole side of the street from his building to the end of the building
restricted, but if not then just where the 3 driveways are would help them. Captain DiBari stated that
D.P.W. Commissioner Larry Rowley has major concerns because they could not plow that street last
winter, and he was going to request one whole side of the street be restricted for that purpose. Mr. Craig
said that unless Commissioner Rowley wants to restrict the entire street he does not necessarily think that
is necessary and that in the summertime it is not as much of a problem. Mr. Craig indicated that every
time he went to U.S. Lab and told them there was a problem, they came right out and moved the cars; they
have never been a bad neighbor. Mr. Craig said that most of the cars that park there are from U.S. Labs,
although a few of his employees sometimes park on the street also. Mr. Craig did indicate that if a
determination was made that D.P.W. would like one whole side of the street restricted that he would
request that it be his side of the street, because that would resolve his problem with the cars, and also
would allow U.S. Labs to have parking.




Ken Galligan stated that the members were up there last fall and there were a lot of cars coming and
going. Mr. Craig said that he does not have a lot of trucks; 2 trucks load up twice a day and then the steel
delivery trucks come maybe once or twice a day. Ollie Spears asked if they had ever had to call a tow
truck and Mr. Craig said that they have never done that; that if they go over and indicate there is a
problem, the cars get moved right away. Mr. Craig said that he would gladly join the members to walk
the location and show them the parking problems.

EvaMarie Fernandes from U.S. Labs informed the members that U.S. Labs has been there since the late
1980’s and they do appreciate the good neighbor relationship they have with GTR Manufacturing and
want it to continue. Their issue is that they have approached all their neighbors for additional parking, but
there is nowhere else to expand. They are not on a bus route and there are no sidewalks so getting to
work without a vehicle is difficult and it would be a great hardship if parking is restricted. Councilor
Eaniri informed the members that there is an empty lot there and he wondered if there was a chance that
the owner of that lot would allow it to become a parking lot, as that technically would be a good solution.
Councilor Eaniri requested that the Traffic Commission members refer the matter to Subcommittee to go
have a look so that some determinations could be made before the winter. Captain DiBari said that one of
the businesses in the back had complained that they could not get their trucks down the road last year and
Councilor Eaniri stated that he had also received complaints and something definitely needs to be done
before the winter. Ken Galligan stated that when they go to plow that street, they cannot push the snow
back to the curbstone and then if it freezes it is stuck there and each snow storm adds to the problem as
there is no place to push the snow and the road keeps getting narrower. Captain DiBari asked if each
business has their own contractor for plowing lots and the representatives of the two businesses said they
did. Ken Galligan asked Mr. Craig if the parking was restricted what a reason length from his driveways
would be and he said that felt one car length or about 20 feet would be plenty. Ms. Fernandes asked if it
might be possible to have restricted parking in the winter only and Captain DiBari indicated that this
would be something that the members would review, possibly a ban from November to April. Councilor
Eaniri agreed that this might be a possible solution. Councilor Eaniri stated that this is a commercial and
industrial area and he wants to accommodate the business people.

Upon motion duly made by Ollie Spears, seconded by Councilor Shirley Asack and a unanimous vote of
the members present, it was
VOTED: to refer the matter to Subcommittee for review.

WEST CHESTNUT STREET at LINWOOD STREET

Request from Councilor Dennis Eaniri to have the Traffic Commission review the traffic issue in the area
of Linwood Street as residents are complaining that it is difficult to get out of their driveways as cars are
going faster than the posted speed limit.

Councilor Eaniri stated that there has been traffic monitoring and control going on in that area recently
but that his constituent, Jim Tantillo lives at 656 West Chestnut Street and he has great difficulty getting
out of his driveway. There has always been a concern with traffic coming out of Linwood Street and
there are issues with speed as the limit goes from 40 to 30 in that area, safety and trucks using the road.
Jim Tantillo said that he has lived there since 1962 and the area has changed. He knows that cars and
trucks are trying to avoid Belmont Street and using West Chestnut Street instead. Cars coming down
Manley Street are avoiding Route 106. He feels that this is one of the busiest streets in the city as there is
only one traffic light. There is no break in traffic between 3:00 and 6:00 p.m. Mr. Tantillo has to back
into his driveway in order to be able to get out, as no cars will let him out. There are children that walk
the street from the Kennedy and Huntington’s Schools and it is a disaster. Up to Linwood Street is
businesses, but after that point it becomes residential and he does not feel that trucks should be allowed on
that portion. He would like to see trucks excluded, either by commercial vehicle, or a weight designation.
Also, he feels that speed in an issue. Mr. Tantillo feels that the blinking light at Linwood Street might be




turned into a working light, and that would stop the cars and he could exit his driveway when there was a
break in traffic. Deputy Fire Chief Kevin Galligan asked where the trucks end up, and Mr. Tantillo said
he believes they continue to Market Street; Councilor Eaniri stated the same. Councilor Eaniri stated that
gps systems will give incorrect information and sometimes that is how trucks are getting to West Chestnut
Street from Route 24. Councilor Eaniri stated that there is no real truck route in the city and this also
poses a problem. Ken Galligan stated that he believes it is posted 30mph from Linwood Street east, and
west of Linwood Street is 40mph and he believes there are a couple of issues here. The increase in the
volume of traffic and the trucks coming out of the industrial park, once they had east even if they discover
they are heading in the wrong direction there is nowhere that they can turn around. He also feels that
once they finish Belmont Street and put lights at Linwood Street there will be an increase of traffic on
Linwood Street as well. Mr. Galligan does not believe that there is a lot that the Traffic Commission can
do to prohibit trucks on the street. Mr. Tantillo said that Southworth Street has a sign limiting trucks over
a certain weight from traveling on that street. Captain DiBari informed the members that they are doing
traffic enforcement at West Chestnut Street and Ash Street presently, but that the grant runs out on
September 30".  After that he can have his regular traffic enforcement units go to that location. Ken
Galligan said that where Leo’s Nursery is, west of Linwood Street, possibly a large fluorescent sign could
be placed there that indicates “Residential Area ~ 30 mph Ahead” to give drivers a warning that they are
entering a residential area. Mort Schleffer suggested that the portable sign indicating speed limit could be
placed there to inform drivers. As a point of interest, Deputy Fire Chief Kevin Galligan informed the
members that the lights at West Chestnut Street and Liberty Street are scheduled to be rebuilt next week.

Upon motion duly made by Ken Galligan, seconded by Councilor Shirley Asack and a unanimous vote of
the members present, it was
VOTED: to refer the matter to Subcommittee for review.

WEST CHESTNUT STREET at DONALD STREET

Request from Councilor Dennis Eaniri to have the Traffic Commission review the traffic situation at West
Chestnut Street at Donald Street where the one-way section of West Chestnut Street becomes two-way
traffic and cars coming up West Chestnut Street are traveling at a fast rate of speed.

Councilor Eaniri said that this has been an issue before, and the issue now is that the Stop sign at Donald
Street and West Chestnut Street is a distance back and cars come up further because they cannot see what
is coming up West Chestnut Street. There are many accidents there. He knows that the signs have to be a
certain footage away, but he would like it moved so that drivers can see what is coming. He also thought
about having a stop at West Chestnut and Donald Streets. He would like to see a remedy here before a
serious accident occurs. He said that cars coming easterly on West Chestnut do not realize that the two-
way street becomes a one-way at Donald Street. Ollie Spears asked how long it has been a one-way and
Councilor Eaniri stated it has been at least 25 years. Mr. Spears asked if it was a benefit to having it be
one-way and Councilor Eaniri said that there is no way to change that now as it is all residential. Ken
Galligan stated that there are two issues: the speeding coming up West Chestnut Street and the problem
coming out of Donald Street.

Upon motion duly made by Ken Galligan, seconded by Mort Schleffer and a unanimous vote of the
members present, it was
VOTED: to refer the matter to Subcommittee for review.



MOUNT MORIAH BAPTIST CHURCH

Request from Councilor Shaynah Barnes on behalf of the membership at Mount Moriah Baptist Church,
24 Pleasant Street, to have a crosswalk installed in front of their church as there is a public safety issue
with residents trying to cross the street.

Councilor Shaynah Barnes appeared at the Traffic Commission to thank the members for accommodating
the members of the Mount Moriah Baptist Church, as the crosswalk is now painted. No Vote needed.

CONNELL AVENUE and RUTH ROAD

Request from Ollie Spears to have a Stop Sign installed at Connell Avenue and Ruth Road, north to south.
Subcommittee Recommendation: Recommend we do nothing to the stop signs and Captain DiBari will
have the traffic unit assigned there for a while during the rush hours.

Captain DiBari stated that the Subcommittee went there and found no real traffic issues. There is a
morning and afternoon rush to Spellman, and he will have the traffic units monitor there during those
times.

Upon motion duly made by Deputy Fire Chief Kevin Galligan, seconded by Mort Schleffer and a
unanimous vote of the members present, it was

VOTED: To follow the recommendations of the Subcommittee and do nothing to the stop signs and
Captain DiBari will have the traffic unit assigned there for a while during the rush hours.

1104 MAIN STREET

Request from Councilor Paul Studenski to have a “Handicapped Parking Only” spot designated in front of
the United States Post Office at 1104 Main Street.

Subcommittee Recommendation: Place the Handicap sign on Main Street just north of the entrance to
1090 Main Street.

Councilor Shirley Asack stated that she spoke with Councilor Studenski, who could not attend the
meeting but wanted to say thank you to the Commission for their recommendation.

Upon motion duly made by Ken Galligan, seconded by Mort Schleffer and a unanimous vote of the
members present, it was
VOTED: To place the “Handicapped Parking Only” sign as recommended.

CALMAR STREET

Request from Ken Galligan to have “One Way” signs installed on Calmar Street: one sign at Denton
Street, and one sign across from the exit from the parking lot of Cape Cod Café.

Subcommittee Recommendation: Place 1 "One Way" sign on pole #1 facing west; 1 "One Way" sign on
the north side of the street up against the building; and 1 "One Way" sign on Pole 1-2 on the corner of
Denton Street.  On the motion, Councilor Eaniri thanked the Commission as the signs are already
installed and it makes a big difference there. Ken Galligan stated that there have been several “near
misses” there.

Ken Galligan corrected the first recommendation, changing it to “pointing west”

Upon motion duly made by Mort Schleffer, seconded by Ollie Spears and a unanimous vote of the
members present, it was

VOTED: To accept the recommendation of the Subcommittee. Note: the signs have already been
placed.



RICHMOND STREET at BATTLES STREET

Review this location to determine exact placement of the Stop signs that were previously approved by the
Traffic Commission for this location.

Subcommittee Recommendation: Place the Stop Sign with a red stripe at the corner of Richmond Street
at Neal Street.

Upon motion duly made by Ken Galligan, seconded by Mort Schleffer and a unanimous vote of the
members present, it was
VOTED: To place the Stop Sign with a red stripe at the corner of Richmond Street at Neal Street.

PLAIN STREET at DAVIS SCHOOL

Request from Lt. Donald Mills of the School Police to have "No Parking" signs installed on Plain Street,
on the north side of the street by the western most exit of the Davis school. During dismissal, vehicles will
park there obstructing the view of traffic for exiting motorists.

Subcommittee Recommendation: Place "No Parking”signs on north side of the street by the western most
exit on both sides of the exit.

Upon motion duly made by Deputy Fire Chief Kevin Galligan, seconded by Mort Schleffer and a
unanimous vote of the members present, it was

VOTED: To place ""No Parking”signs on north side of the street by the western most exit on both
sides of the exit.

55 BYRON AVENUE

Request from Captain DiBari on behalf of resident Francine Nicholson, who has requested a Handicap
Parking sign placed in front of her house at 55 Byron Avenue.

Ken Galligan inquired as to whether medical documentation is needed and was informed that Mrs.
Nicholson had called the office and both she and her husband have medical issues. She will be contacted
and informed that she needs to provide medical documentation of the need for the HP signage.

Upon motion duly made by Deputy Fire Chief Kevin Galligan, seconded by Councilor Shirley Asack and
a unanimous vote of the members present, it was

VOTED: to refer the matter to Subcommittee for review and request medical documentation from
Mrs. Nicholson.

GREEN STREET at NEWBURY STREET

Request from Councilor Thomas Monahan on behalf of resident Denise Renaud of 52 Newbury Street to
have 4-way Stop Signs installed at Green Street and Newbury Street.

Ken Galligan stated that double stop signs were installed there months ago and asked whether there was
any particular reason this was being requested. The members were informed that Councilor Monahan had
contacted the office and requested that it be placed on the agenda at the resident’s request. Ken Galligan
requested the accident history and Captain DiBari said that he would compile same.

Upon motion duly made by Ken Galligan, seconded by Deputy Fire Chief Kevin Galligan and a
unanimous vote of the members present, it was

VOTED: to refer the matter to Subcommittee for review and to request an accident history report.




OAK STREET at CAMPANELLI INDUSTRIAL DRIVE
Request from Councilor Shirley Asack on behalf of resident Linda Spiegel of 27 Madrid Square to have a
“No Turn On Red” sign installed on Oak Street across from Campanelli Industrial Drive.

Councilor Asack informed the members that Ms. Spiegel has complained about this for many years, as
she sees an issue if you are driving on Campanelli Drive exiting the mall onto Oak Street taking a right
turn, there is a light with an arrow, either red or green. She states that people do not know what to do,
whether they can go on the red light after stopping or not. Ken Galligan stated that if all right hand turn
on red traffic is stopped there it will really impact the cars leaving the mall. Councilor Asack stated that
she always believed that you could not turn on a red arrow, and that is why it was an arrow and not a red
light. Ms. Spiegel would like to clarified as to whether or not you can turn. Captain DiBari stated that he
has seen signage that says “Right Turn on Green Arrow Only”. Ken Galligan questioned why they placed
a red arrow rather than just a red light. Captain DiBari stated it was because they do not want the traffic
to take a right on the red arrow. Councilor Shaynah Barnes stated that the lights on Oak Street entering
Walmart have a red arrow also. Ollie Spears stated that the arrow light at Main Street and Belmont
Street is always green and it was determined that is because Main Street is one way at that location so
there is never traffic coming the other direction.

Upon motion duly made by Ken Galligan, seconded by Councilor Shirley Asack and a unanimous vote of
the members present, it was
VOTED: to refer the matter to Subcommittee for review.

WILDER STREET EXTENSION at NORTH MONTELLO STREET

Request from Councilor Shirley Asack on behalf of resident Amy Costan to have a Stop Sign installed on

Wilder Street Extension at North Montello Street.

Councilor Asack said that there must have been a sign there at some point, as it is the exit of the recycling
center for demolition debris and there is no Stop sign there. The one on the other side of Wilder Street to
North Montello Street is faded and needs to be replaced.

Upon motion duly made by Ken Galligan, seconded by Councilor Shirley Asack and a unanimous vote of
the members present, it was
VOTED: To refer the matter to Subcommittee for review.

There being no further business to come before the Commission upon motion duly made by Captain
DiBari, seconded by Ollie Spears and a unanimous vote of the members present, it was
VOTED: to Adjourn.

Respectfully submitted,

Patricia Florio
Secretary to the Traffic Commission



