
 
BROCKTON TRAFFIC COMMISSION 

Minutes of the Meeting 
Thursday, April 23, 2015 

 
The Traffic Commission monthly meeting was held at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 23, 2015 at the 
Brockton Police Station, 7 Commercial Street, Brockton, MA  02302.    Present were Captain Robert 
DiBari, Traffic Commissioner, Ken Galligan, D. P.W. Commissioner Larry Rowley, Ollie Spears, 
Councilor Shirley Asack and Councilor Moises Rodrigues.  Unable to be present were members Mort 
Schleffer and Deputy Fire Chief Kevin Galligan.  Also present were residents Bob DiCarlo, James 
Palkens, Catherine Rose, Anthony Zeoli and Councilors Shaynah Barnes and Paul Studenski.   Upon 
motion made by Councilor Moises Rodrigues, seconded by Ken Galligan and a unanimous vote of all 
members present, it was voted to waive reading and accept the March Minutes.    
 
As a courtesy to the residents and Councilors present, the following issues were taken out of order: 
 
HILLSIDE AVENUE and SNELL AVENUE 
Request from Councilor Paul Studenski on behalf Bob DiCarlo of 91 Hillside Avenue to have a Stop 
Sign installed on Snell Avenue at the intersection with Hillside Avenue thereby creating a 4-way stop.  
Mr. DiCarlo presented a petition signed by 26 residents.  At the meeting Bob DiCarlo informed the 
members that he has lived in his house for 45 years and he is the person that originally had the stop 
signs installed when Officer Cronin was in charge of traffic and Hillside Avenue used to bus turn-
around.  They are requesting that stop signs be installed in the interests of pedestrians and children 
going to the school buses.  Last August a female pedestrian was struck in a hit-and-run accident.  
Recently 2 vehicles came down the street going about 60mph and went right through the stop sign.  
Catherine Rose said that she lives as the intersection of Hillside Avenue and Snell Avenue and she has 
been there 45 years.  She has seen traffic patterns increase, especially since stop signs were installed at 
the intersection of Summer Street and Carl Avenue.  Traffic has doubled, as has the amount of children 
living in the neighborhood.  There is a blatant disregard for the rules of the road and there are no 
sidewalks; children and pedestrians are in danger.  She understands that stop signs cannot be used to 
control speed issues because that is not a permissible reason, but she believes that the safety of the 
residents in the neighborhood should be considered.  This is a neighborhood that is very close and they 
have one of the oldest crime watch groups in the city.  The added stop sign would provide an added 
cushion of safety for the residents.    James Palkens said that he has been a long-time resident and he 
has seen the traffic profiles change and since the signage was placed on Summer Street, this street has 
turned into a bypass street.  During the summer months cars travel at a high rate of speed and there are 
no sidewalks for the walkers and joggers, and children going to the school buses.  He knows that there 
are criteria that have to be met for traffic signage, but he thinks the safety of the citizens is of prime 
importance.  He commended the police department on their fast response any time there has been a 
problem in the area.  Tony Zeoli said that he resides at 14 Snell Avenue and the houses on this street 
have been transferred from generation to generation and it is a quiet street with lots of children and the 



residents go out walking.  Snell Avenue, looking at it from Summer Street, has 4 intersections, 3 of 
which have stop signs; however, Hillside/Snell does not have one.  When you stand on Summer Street 
and look in a northerly direction towards Hillside Avenue, it looks like a straight-away because you 
don’t see anything until the sign at Riverview, so someone not familiar with the area will assume there 
is no intersection there and it looks like a quarter mile raceway.  He is concerned about the “near 
misses” and “non-hits” that have not been reported and that is what they worry about.  They are hoping 
that the stop sign will create a visual effect on the drivers to let them know that there is something 
there to watch out for.  He also thinks that the Traffic Commission should consider that at the opening 
of Snell Avenue facing north towards Hillside Avenue there should be a “Stop Ahead” sign.  Speed is 
not the only issue, but to get drivers’ attention that there is a dangerous crossing there.  Captain DiBari 
asked if there was a time frame that was worse than other times and Mr. DiCarlo said that 4:30 to 6:30 
p.m. and that when traffic backs up on Summer Street then they come down Hillside Avenue.  And in 
the morning it’s the opposite way.   Ms. Rose said that rush hour is the heaviest traffic, but it doesn’t 
matter what time of day, or week day or weekend, there is always a problem.  Captain DiBari said that 
he had the traffic unit there and there wasn’t too much of a problem.  Ms. Rose said that she thinks it 
would be unfortunate to wait until something drastic happens and that if all of these neighbors are 
willing to sign their names to the petition and come before the Traffic Commission that their request 
should be taken serious consideration.  Ollie Spears suggested that “Slow – Children” signs might be 
added going north and south on Snell Avenue and it was determined that the Subcommittee could look 
at the entire area to see what signage would be most beneficial.  Captain DiBari explained to the 
residents that the matter will be referred to Subcommittee, and the members will go to physically view 
the area and make recommendations. 
 
Upon motion duly made by D.P.W. Commissioner Larry Rowley, seconded by Councilor Shirley 
Asack and a unanimous vote of the members present, it was 
VOTED: To refer the matter to Subcommittee for review. 
 
 
MAIN STREET and SCHOOL STREET 
Request from Councilor Shaynah Barnes to have “One Way” signs installed at the intersection of 
School Street and Main Street, to prevent drivers from taking a right turn from Main Street and 
proceeding east on School Street over the one-way portion of the street until they reach the 2-way 
section of the street.  Councilor Shaynah Barnes stated that she had been at the Brockton 21st Century 
office at a meeting and observed a woman driving a vehicle come up Main Street and deliberately take 
a right hand turn onto School Street.  Cars were beeping at her and she waited and then continued all 
the way down the street until she reached the two-way portion of Lincoln Street.   There were a couple 
of close calls for head-on collisions.  A couple of weeks later she saw Officer Scott Besarick pulling 
someone over for the same thing.  Councilor Barnes suggested that possibly a jersey barrier could be 
installed.  Captain DiBari stated that he went to the area after he spoke with Councilor Barnes and 
there are two signs there already “Do Not Enter – One Way” but that the signs are 15 to twenty feet 
back from Main Street so you might not see them until you have made the turn.  He suggested that the 
signs needed to be moved closer to Main Street so that drivers would see the signs before they started 
to make that turn.  Councilor Barnes also observed that cars leaving the parking lot on Lincoln Street 
also blatantly ignore that the street is one way and take a right.  D.P.W. Commissioner Larry Rowley 
suggested that you could not put jersey barriers there but possibly the yellow reflectors that bounce 
back if hit could be installed there.  Ken Galligan said that the history on that location is that the 
striped section on the south side of School Street is actually a fire lane for Engine Company 4 coming 
out of the east side station.  If the fire engines come up School Street to High Street they need to have 
the fire lane available and if the cars were stopped at the right light at Main Street the apparatus would 



be trapped in a line of cars and unable to get through.  Councilor Moises Rodrigues stated that he and 
his wife were driving on School Street recently and almost got hit by a driver who took a right off of 
Main Street.  He suggested that a “One Way” sign should also be added to the sign pole to give drivers 
on Main Street a warning.   
 
Upon motion duly made by Captain DiBari, seconded by Councilor Moises Rodrigues and a 
unanimous vote of the members present, it was 
VOTED: To refer the matter to Subcommittee for review. 
 
 
NORTH CARY STREET 
Request from Councilor Dennis DeNapoli on behalf of Jonathan Slawsby, an owner of  Save-A-Lot on 
East Ashland Street. They have had complaints from neighbors about trucks idling on North Cary 
Street while waiting to get into our receiving yard.  They would like to have “No Stopping” signs 
installed to help alleviate the situation, as it is both an annoyance for the residents and a safety hazard.  
They would pay for the signs.  Subcommittee Recommendation:  This matter will be continued to the 
May meeting to see how management has handled the issue.  Captain DiBari will speak with the 
manager. 
 
Upon motion duly made by Ollie Spears, seconded by D.P.W. Commissioner Larry Rowley and a 
unanimous vote of the members present, it was 
VOTED: To continue this matter to the May meeting for review. 
 
 
JONATHAN DRIVE 
Request From Councilor Dennis Eaniri to have “No Parking” signs installed on one side of Jonathan 
Drive (located of off Manley St.), with the Traffic Commission Subcommittee to determine which 
side.   
Subcommittee Recommendation: This matter will be continued to the May meeting.  Captain DiBari 
will speak with Councilor Dennis Eaniri and see if he can talk to the businesses about their private 
plow contractors helping out during snow storms and widen the street.  The Traffic Commission will 
wait until next year to take action and see it if is still a problem.  Discussion was held as to the pros and 
cons of restricting parking at this location.  The businesses are not cooperating with each other and 
parking is a problem. D.P.W. Commissioner Larry Rowley said that he cannot get the street sweeper 
up that street, just like in the winter he could not get snowplows up there.  Captain DiBari said that the 
Subcommittee went there and they pulled up 2 cars next to two parked cars and there was still enough 
room for another car to get by.  He said the subcommittee was considering making no parking on one 
side of the street from December to March and Ken Galligan said that the street is wide enough that 
there is no problem but if it is posted no parking on one side of the street he does not know where all of 
these cars will go as all of the lots are full and it might impact the neighboring streets.  D.P.W. 
Commissioner Larry Rowley stated that this is a city street and the businesses should be responsible 
for having sufficient parking for their employees and that the city street is not their parking lot.  The 
series of snow storms was a major cause of the parking problems this year and Ken Galligan suggested 
that Captain DiBari and Councilor Dennis Eaniri meet with the businesses and discuss the problems 
and let them know that if they cannot rectify the problems then the Traffic Commission will have to 
step in and restrict parking on the street, or tag and tow.  He also suggested that the businesses might 
have their private snow contractors widen the road when they plow the lots.    The general consensus is 
that the businesses are not cooperating with each other.  Councilor Shaynah Barnes suggested that the 
employees should have parking passes and the money from selling the parking passes could be used to 



pay overtime for the city employees to plow or sweep the streets.  Captain DiBari suggested that the 
issue be continued to the May meeting and he and Councilor Eaniri will go back to the site and speak 
with the businesses and let them know that they have one month to come up with a solution or the 
Traffic Commission will restrict parking to one side of the street.  DPW Commissioner Larry Rowley 
said that he is not trying to be business unfriendly but he has a job to do and it cannot be plowed or 
swept correctly due to the cars parking on the street.  Councilor Shirley Asack stated that the 
businesses should be contacted to find out whose cars are parking on the street and to look for 
appropriate parking spaces for them to use.   
 
Upon motion duly made by Captain DiBari, seconded by Councilor Shirley Asack and a unanimous 
vote of the members present, it was 
VOTED:  to continue the matter to the May meeting and in the meantime Captain DiBari and 
Councilor Eaniri will meet with the businesses and come back with a further recommendation. 
DPW Commissioner Larry Rowley said that he will accompany them for this meeting. 
 
 
PROSPECT STREET 
Request from Captain DiBari on behalf of Officer Smith to have “No Parking” signs placed on 
Prospect Street from North Main St to the first house on the right side of the street.   
Subcommittee Recommendation: Place a “No Parking Corner To Here” sign on the north side of 
Prospect Street approximately sixty (60) feet west of North Main Street. 
 
Upon motion duly made by Ollie Spears, seconded by Councilor Shirley Asack and a unanimous vote 
of the members present, it was 
VOTED: To place a “No Parking Corner To Here” sign on the north side of Prospect Street 
approximately sixty (60) feet west of North Main Street. 
 
 
SHERIDAN STREET and BENHAM STREET  
Request from Ollie Spears to have “Stop” signs installed heading north and south on Sheridan Street 
at the intersection with Benham Street.   
Subcommittee Recommendation: The Traffic Commission determined that there is no need for a 
stop sign on Sheridan Street going north and south. 
Upon motion duly made by Ollie Spears, seconded by Councilor Shirley Asack and a unanimous vote 
of the members present, it was 
VOTED: To accept the recommendation and take no action on this matter. 

  



 
HILL STREET at CRESCENT STREET 
Request from Councilor Moises Rodrigues on behalf of resident Billy Joe Williams, to have a 
crosswalk installed at the corner of Hill Street and Crescent Street. 
Councilor Rodrigues stated that he drove there as the children were getting out of school and noted that 
there are quite a few children that walk up to Hill Street and there is no crosswalk for those children to 
cross the street to the large residential complex. 
Upon motion duly made by Ollie Spears, seconded by Ken Galligan and a unanimous vote of the 
members present, it was 
VOTED: To refer the matter to Subcommittee for review. 
 
PROTENTIS PLAZA – 156-162 MAIN STREET 
Request from Councilor Dennis DeNapoli on behalf of Paul Protentis to have a 15 minute loading zone 
area established either on Main Street or East Elm Street to accommodate deliveries being made to the 
156-162 Main Street property; the exact location to be determined by the Traffic Commission. 
Ken Galligan said that a few years ago, this issue was presented to the Traffic Commission and he 
believes that a loading zone was approved for East Elm Street.   
Upon motion duly made by Ollie Spears, seconded by Councilor Shirley Asack and a unanimous vote 
of the members present, it was 
VOTED: To refer the matter to Subcommittee for review. 
 
Prior to adjournment, DPW Commissioner Larry Rowley stated that on the Pleasant Street issue the 
crosswalk that needs to be installed just west of Wheeler Avenue needs to be done as soon as possible 
as the project is almost complete.  Commissioner Rowley will contact Ken Belgrave for an update. 
 
DPW Commissioner Larry Rowley informed the members that there is a survey being conducted 
regarding city signage, so if anyone sees individuals from CDM checking on signs at the schools it is 
being done to check for reflectivity to determine whether signs need to be replaced and it is a 
legitimate survey.  Councilor Asack stated that she was shown signs that are used in Taunton and 
asked whether they could be used here and Commissioner Rowley said that they are going to try to use 
solar powered signs. 
 
Ken Galligan stated that Councilor Shirley Asack remembered that it was Administrative Assistant 
recognition week and presented a bouquet of flowers to Patty Florio and the members commended her 
on the good job she does for the Commission. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Commission, upon motion duly made by Ollie 
Spears, seconded by Councilor Shirley Asack and a unanimous vote of the members present, it was 
VOTED: To adjourn. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
       Patricia Florio 
       Secretary to the Traffic Commission 


